HANNAH’S UMBRIAN RETREAT

Fountana Buona

www.umbriaretreat.info
What makes UK's born Hannah Thompson’s Umbrian B&B retreat so special is the care, love, and exactitude that was given to the renovation of this 19th century farmhouse. Thompson, a painter with a very abstract sensibility, owned a scenic design and painting studio in New York, before retreating to the Umbrian hills of the medieval town of Baschi. I would describe her home as rustic with the charm and grace of a functioning contemporary farm house: an organic garden, fruit trees, an underground cold fresh spring in the yard that was once the community meeting place, and to replace the home of the chickens, horses and cows: a painting studio. Her no-frills attitude about maintaining the integrity of the place puts it on par with some of the oldest and most interesting locations to stay within the Umbrian landscape. The view outside of my bedroom window was the 16th century church, Saint Niccolò, which promptly chimed to my delight every morning, just to remind me that I was not in LA. My stay was 3 weeks, and I wish it were longer.

Hannah’s retreat is extremely reasonable for your return: peace and tranquility. If you want more, you are 10km away from the Etruscan town of Orvieto, and the train, which travels as far North as Milan, and south toward Napoli; Rome in 1 hour. Just 35 minutes by car is one of Italy’s largest lakes, Lake Bolsena. While you are there, please take an excursion boat to the island of Bisentina, the x-summer residence of the Popes.

So if you are looking for a centrally located retreat, where you can write, paint, think, float, watch clouds, drink delicious wine, eat fantastic regional food, travel a bit, and then sit and stare onto the Umbrian countryside, then this is the place for you. Book early even if you are thinking of a winter retreat. Hannah’s Baschi retreat is the best-kept secret this side of Tuscany. 

